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impossible to judge of the conduct of one party
from the standpoint of tlie other. We are not
speaking now of making allowances for conduct ;
that is a thing we may do on proper occasions when
we occupy substantially the position of the party
we are criticising. But we are speaking of those
cases, of which the civil war was one, where the
positions occupied by the parties were so utterly
opposed that all criticism of one from the stand-
point of the other is illegitimate and valueless. If
we really want to know what happened in the war,
we must first ascertain the standpoints of the parties,
and then occupy them successively.

